1. Rain Barrels (Connected to Downspouts)
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What it is: Barrels that collect roof runoff from downspouts for later use (e.g., watering gardens).
Credit Benefit: Reduces runoff volume and peak flows, lowering stormwater fees and conserving potable water. Often eligible for utility fee reductions.
2. Structural BMPs (Best Management Practices)
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What it is: Engineered installations like detention basins, bioretention cells, infiltration trenches, and curb cuts.
Credit Benefit: Treats and detains stormwater on-site, reducing pollutant loads and storm sewer demand.


3. MS4 Public Education & Outreach
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What it is: Programs that inform residents/businesses about reducing pollutants (e.g., proper fertilizer use, pet waste management).
Credit Benefit: Under MS4 permits, municipalities often earn credits by documenting outreach campaigns, workshops, and media outreach that reduce stormwater impacts.

4. Rain Gardens
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What it is: Shallow, vegetated basins that capture and infiltrate runoff from roofs and paved surfaces.
Credit Benefit: Decreases runoff volume and improves water quality; many programs offer credits or rebates for installation.
6. Tree Canopy Expansion
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What it is: Planting trees to intercept rain, promote infiltration, and reduce peak runoff.
Credit Benefit: Credits often awarded for new tree plantings, particularly in urban areas where canopy is limited.
7. French Drains
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What it is: Gravel-filled trenches with perforated pipes that convey and infiltrate excess surface water.
Credit Benefit: Manages subsurface drainage and reduces runoff to storm sewers; may qualify for credits when designed to infiltrate on-site water.
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DISCLAIMER

This diagram is not drawn fo scale and is
provided for reference purposes only. No all
rebaie program requirements are reflecied in
his diagram. I is your responsibily fo
properly design, intall, maintain, and use:
Your rainwater capiure sysfem

cistern, and or rain garden). If you are unsure:

Property must have existing
downspouts and gutters along
e i e Sl
adequate water collection. 8 how 2 brveity el e Lioal
isfern, or rain gorden, please consulta
professonal, Valley Waer does no

any labiity for any direc, special, indirec or
consequenial loss or damage whatsoever
rising out ofor in connecton wih providing
you wit access to ths diagram.

Rain barrel must have secure lid
and screens for child safety,
vector control (mosquito, rodent),
and debris control.

Overflow water should be directed
back info the downspout system, fo
a drain, or fo a suitable rain garden.

Rain captured in rain barrel
must only be distributed
through a hosa or bucket.

Elevate rain barrel 6 inches off
the ground on a solid foundation.

Diagram adapted from original artwork
by the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff

Pollution Prevention Program.
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Cigarette butts in the
gutter become a real
problem when they
reach wildlife.

Trash left on sidewalks
gets swept into sewers
and contaminates
Pet waste washes stormwater.
into pipes and
pollutes parks and
recreation areas
downstream.

Oil and grease
leaked from cars
washes down
drains and into
waterways.

When it rains, snows, or
sleets, water hits hard
surfaces and takes
anything on that surface
with it, through drains,
pipes, and ditches to local
rivers, lakes, and streams.

Lawn fertilizer and pesticides can
wash across pavement and down
2 drains, taking toxics with them.
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Native plants do not require fertilizer and

Funaft s collacted from help filter pollutants from the runoff

paved and other surfaces
and directed into the garden

; % Native plants provide
- food and habitat for
birds, butterflies, and

other pollinators!

A depression in the
earth is filled with a
mixture of sand,
topsoil, compost, and
sometimes gravel, that
filters runoff

A typical rain garden
is between six and
nine inches deep

Rain gardens can turn this... ...into this!





